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How do we defi ne a community in the context of bushfi re mitigation and planning? Are we describing 
what is really there, or what we want to be in place? Is the physical locality of importance or not? 
What are the implications for service providers? There is a long history of discussion about defi ning 
communities. By 1955 there were 94 defi nitions of community. This bulletin mentions a few of 
those defi nitions that are relevant to fi re service delivery.

RURAL VERSUS URBAN
Historically, rural communities were often seen to be the opposite of urban communities, and 


