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Chair’s and President’s Remarks 

Interim President Bell-Jordan reported out that the NEIU hosted an Open House for prospective students 
and their families, as well as the Midwest’s first National College Resource Foundation (NCRF) Latino 
College Expo on April 4 on the main campus. The expo provided access to over 40 college and universities 
with a special focus on Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSI), networking opportunities with local businesses 
and community organizations, and participation in bilingual Spanish/English college and career access 
seminars. The University’s NBC Universal/Telemundo Academy partnership also launched on April 4. NEIU 
testified before the House and Senate higher education appropriations committees in Springfield March 
13 and 14. Governor Pritzker is advocating for a 2% increase in higher education appropriations in FY2025. 
Additional Legislative advocacy initiatives will be announced soon to help support funding for the nursing 
program, the University’s Afghan Refugee Transition Program cohorts, and additional funding for 
equipment for the new education building. The nursing program is moving through the IBHE approval 
process while the University concurrently plans to construct its nursing simulation lab. The first nursing 
program cohort is expected to begin Fall 2026. The University must obtain approval from the Illinois Board 
of Nursing before recruitment can begin. The Proyecto Pa’Lante 50th Anniversary celebration took place 
last Friday. Special thanks to Trustee Morales for representing the Board at this special occasion. 
Upcoming events are Academic Honors and Master’s Hooding ceremonies and commencement.  
 
Chair Phillips thanked the soon-to-be tenured faculty members for their part in the University’s shared 
value of excellence. NEIU’s standard of excellence is needed in today’s world. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
 
Fleurimond:  Yes Kalayil:  Yes  Medina:  *  Morales:  Yes  Wolff:  Yes 
 
Garcia:  Yes  Leon:  Yes  Meresidis:  Yes Phillips:  Yes 
 
The motion carried. * 7KH�6WXGHQW�7UXVWHH�PD\�QRW�YRWH�RQ�WHQXUH 
 
Action Item I. B. Board Action on Committee Recommendation Regarding the Doctorate in Leadership, 
Equity and Inquiry Program 

Trustee Kalayil, seconded by Trustee Garcia, moved to adopt the Academic/Student Affairs, Enrollment, 
and Technology Committee’s recommendation to approve the Doctorate in Leadership, Equity and Inquiry 
Program. 
 
Discussion: Trustees are gratified that the University is finally embarking on this program. Trustee Garcia 
encouraged the Board to approve the program. The program is designed for practitioners in urban 
education and nonprofits. Special thanks to Dr. Kamau Rashid, Director of the Doctoral Program and Dean 
Thomas Philion for their tireless efforts in getting this program assembled. 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
 
Fleurimond:  Yes Kalayil:  Yes  Medina:  Yes  Morales:  Yes  Wolff:  Yes 
 
Garcia:  Yes  Leon:  Yes  Meresidis:  Abst. Phillips:  Yes 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Trustee Kalayil thanked Deputy Governor Grace Hou for meeting with several of the Afghan students 
following this morning’s committee meeting. 

 
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
 
The Information Items within the President’s Report are incorporated herein by reference. Chair Phillips 
asked Trustees to take special note of the Business Enterprise Program (BEP) report for FY23. Trustees 
thanked departing Director of Procurement, Vicky Santiago, for her special leadership and oversight of the 
University’s BEP response. 

 
NEIU Marketing and Communications Update 

Executive Director of Marketing and Communications, Chris Childers, reported on a recent awareness 
survey conducted about the University and how those responses informed the development of strategic 
marketing efforts, both new and ongoing, and the University’s planned next steps. 

 
Motion to Convene in Closed Session 

At 2:45 p.m. Trustee Fleurimond, seconded by Trustee Kalayil, moved to convene in Closed Session 
pursuant to Sections 2(c)1 and 2(c)11 to discuss personnel and litigation matters. 
 
Discussion: there was no discussion 
  




