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A brief timeline of the milestones of Japanese American history: Systemic
Racism, Incarceration, Redress, Resettlement, and Beyond.

History of Japanese Americans

0RVW�GHYDVWDWLQJ�WR�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV��-$V��ZDV�EHLQJ�IRUFHG�LQWR�LQWHUQPHQW�FDPSV
GXULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,���3UHVLGHQW�)UDQNOLQ�'HODQR�5RRVHYHOW�VLJQHG�([HFXWLYH�2UGHU������RQ
)HEUXDU\����������SHUPLWWLQJ�PDVV�UHPRYDO�DQG�GHWHQWLRQ�RI�-$V�ZLWKRXW�WULDOV�RU�KHDULQJV�
7KURXJK�WKLV�DFWLRQ��KH�LJQRUHG�WKH�0XQVRQ�5HSRUW�ILQGLQJV�FRPSOHWHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU������
ZKLFK�FRQFOXGHG�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�SRVHG�³OLWWOH�WKUHDW�WR�VHFXULW\´�DQG�WKDW�WKH�1LVHL��86�ERUQ
FKLOGUHQ�RI�LPPLJUDQWV��VKRZHG�³SDWKHWLF�HDJHUQHVV�WR�EH�$PHULFDQ�´

Perry Opens Japan, Early Years in America
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VLQFH�WKH�����¶V���-DSDQ�ZDQWHG�WR�UHPDLQ�LVRODWHG�LQ�������Q
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5DFLVP�DQG�KDWUHG�WRZDUG�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�ZHUH�LQWHQVH���3ROLWLFV��QRW�WUXWK�
PDWWHUHG���3ROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�DQG�QHZVSDSHUV�SDLQWHG�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�DV�VSLHV�DQG�VDERWHXUV
HYHQ�WKRXJK�QR�SURRI�H[LVWHG���*HQHUDO�'H�:LWW��WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�'HIHQVH�&RPPDQG�
EHOLHYHG�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�ORQJ�VHFRQG�DQG�WKLUG�JHQHUDWLRQ�KDG�EHHQ�FLWL]HQV�WKHLU�UDFLDO�EORRG
PDGH�WKHP�XQWUXVWZRUWK\���³7KH�YHU\�IDFW�WKDW�QR�VDERWDJH�KDV�WDNHQ�SODFH�WR�GDWH�LV�D�GLVWXUELQJ
DQG�FRQILUPLQJ�LQGLFDWLRQ�VXFK�DFWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�WDNHQ�´��&DOLIRUQLD¶V�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�(DUO�:DUUHQ
KHOG�WKLV�VDPH�EHOLHI��LQ�DGGLWLRQ��KH�KHOG�WKDW�-DSDQHVH�ERUQ�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\�ZHUH�SRWHQWLDOO\
PRUH�GDQJHURXV�WKDQ�DOLHQ�-DSDQHVH�ERUQ�LQ�-DSDQ�

Executive Order 9066

([HFXWLYH�2UGHU�������VLJQHG�RQ�)HEUXDU\����������SHUPLWWHG�WKH�H[FOXVLRQ�RI�DQ\RQH
IURP�DQ\ZKHUH�ZLWKRXW�WULDO�RU�KHDULQJ�ZLWK�FULPLQDO�VDQFWLRQV�IRU�YLRODWLRQV�RI�WKLV�RUGHU���,W
ZDV�LQWHQGHG�IRU�WKH�PDVV�UHPRYDO�DQG�GHWHQWLRQ�RI�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�DQG���������ZHUH
UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�ZHVW�FRDVW���2I�WKHVH�����ZHUH�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQV�WDNHQ�ZLWKRXW�UHJDUG�IRU
WKHLU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�ULJKWV�RU�FLYLO�OLEHUWLHV���7KH�1LVHL�FRXOGQ¶W�EHOLHYH�WKHLU�OR\DOW\�ZDV�EHLQJ
TXHVWLRQHG���7KH\�IHOW�EHWUD\HG�E\�WKHLU�JRYHUQPHQW

/LIH�ZDV�GLIILFXOW�IRU�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�RQ�WKH�:HVW�&RDVW���7KHLU�EDQN�DFFRXQWV�ZHUH
IUR]HQ���7KH\�ZHUH�XQGHU�VWULFW�FXUIHZ�DQG�XQDEOH�WR�WUDYHO���6RPH�WKRXJKW�RI�PRYLQJ�WR�LQWHULRU
SDUWV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��EXW�WKHQ�FKDQJH�RI�UHVLGHQFHV�ZDV�QRW�DOORZHG���7KHQ�RQ�)HEUXDU\���������
WKH�1DY\�VHUYHG�HYLFWLRQ�QRWLFHV�WR�����-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�RQ�7HUPLQDO�,VODQG�JLYLQJ�WKHP���
KRXUV�WR�OHDYH���,Q�0DUFK�������-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�RQ�%DLQEULGJH�,VODQG��:DVKLQJWRQ�ZDV
JLYHQ�D�ZHHN�QRWLFH�EHIRUH�GHSDUWXUH���%\�2FWREHU������H[FOXVLRQ�RUGHUV�WR�HYLFW�-DSDQHVH
$PHULFDQV�ZHUH�LVVXHG�

:LWK�OLWWOH�WLPH�GHFLVLRQV�KDG�WR�EH�PDGH�DERXW�WKHLU�KRPHV��IDUPV��EXVLQHVVHV��DQG
SRVVHVVLRQV���:KDW�VKRXOG�WKH\�GR�DERXW�WKHLU�FURSV��WKHLU�SHWV��VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV"��:KDW�VKRXOG
WKH\�WDNH"��7KH\�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�RU�IRU�KRZ�ORQJ���7KH\�ZHUH�HDV\�WDUJHWV�
:KLWHV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�JDLQ�PDQ\�WKLQJV�WKDW�GLG�QRW�ULJKWIXOO\�EHORQJ�WR�WKHP�IRU�OLWWOH�RU�QR
PRQH\�
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Legal Opposition

0LWVX\H�(QGR�FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�OHJDOLW\�RI�GHWDLQLQJ�SHRSOH�VROHO\�RQ�WKH
EDVLV�RI�UDFH�RQ�-XO\������������6KH�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��ZDV�DQ�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQ�
QHYHU�YLVLWHG�-DSDQ��FRXOG�QRW�UHDG�RU�ZULWH�-DSDQHVH��ZDV�0HWKRGLVW��DQG�KDG�D�EURWKHU�VHUYLQJ
LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�$UP\���6KH�ZRUNHG�IRU�WKH�6WDWH�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�0RWRU�9HKLFOHV���+HU�FDVH�ZDV
GLVPLVVHG�RQ�-XO\���������ZLWKRXW�DQ\�UHDVRQ�JLYHQ���7KLV�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�DSSHDOHG�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH
&RXUW�ZKLFK�GHFLGHG�VKH�VKRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�OLEHUW\�LQ�2FWREHU��������³,W�KDV�QR�DXWKRULW\�WR�VXEMHFW
FLWL]HQV�ZKR�DUH�FRQFHGHGO\�OR\DO�WR�LWV�OHDYH�UHJXODWLRQV�´��%HFDXVH�RI�SROLWLFV�DQG�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�
DQQRXQFHPHQW�RI�WKLV�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�GHOD\HG�XQWLO�'HFHPEHU������������7KLV�PHDQW�HYHU\RQH
FRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�LQ�FDPSV�DQG�RQ�-DQXDU\���������FORVLQJ�RI�WKH�FDPSV�EHJLQ�

0LQRUX�<DVXL�GHFLGHG�WR�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�FXUIHZ�RUGHU�DIWHU�WKH�$UP\�GHQLHG�KLP�RQ�UDFLDO
EDVLV�DQG�KLV�IDWKHU�ZDV�SODFHG�LQ�D�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�&DPS�LQ�0LVVRXOD�0RQWDQD�
8QVXFFHVVIXO�LQ�EHLQJ�DUUHVWHG�IRU�EUHDNLQJ�FXUIHZ��KH�ZDONHG�LQWR�WKH�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�DQG�DVNHG
WR�EH�GHWDLQHG�IRU�EUHDNLQJ�FXUIHZ���7KH�MXGJH�UXOHG�WKDW�FXUIHZ�DJDLQVW�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQV�ZDV
LOOHJDO�EXW�ZLWK�<DVXL¶V�SDVW�HPSOR\PHQW�ZLWK�WKH�-DSDQHVH�&RQVXODWH�KH�IRUIHLWHG�KLV�$PHULFDQ
FLWL]HQVKLS���1RW�EHLQJ�D�FLWL]HQ��KH�ZDV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI�EUHDNLQJ�FXUIHZ�DQG�VHQWHQFHG�WR�D�\HDU
LQ�SULVRQ�DQG��������ILQH�
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Redress

,W�LV�JHQHUDOO\�DJUHHG�WKDW�IRUFLQJ���������-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�LQWR�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPSV
GXULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,�ZDV�D�PLVWDNH���7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�NQHZ�LW�ZDV�QRW�D�PLOLWDU\�QHFHVVLW\�EXW�IRU
SROLWLFDO�UHDVRQV�DQG�WR�DSSHDVH�WKH�KDWUHG�DQG�UDFLVW�IHHOLQJV�KDUERUHG�E\�PDQ\�FLWL]HQV��LW�GLG
VR���7KLV�ZRXQG�UHPDLQHG�KLGGHQ�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�XQWLO������ZKHQ�WKH�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ
FRPPXQLW\�UHTXHVWHG�DQ�DSRORJ\�DQG�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JRYHUQPHQW�IRU�WKHLU
VXIIHULQJV���&RQJUHVV�IRUPHG�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�:DUWLPH�5HORFDWLRQ�DQG�,QWHUQPHQW�RI
&LYLOLDQV�RQ�-XO\������������+HDULQJV�ZHUH�KHOG�LQ�WHQ�FLWLHV�LQFOXGLQJ�&KLFDJR��/RV�$QJHOHV�
1HZ�<RUN��6HDWWOH��6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�DQG�:DVKLQJWRQ�'&��WR�VWXG\�IDFWV�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV
VXUURXQGLQJ�([HFXWLYH�2UGHU��������7KH�����WHVWLPRQLHV�ZHUH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�ERRN� Personal
Justice Denied DQG�ZHUH�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�&LYLO�/LEHUWLHV $FW�RI�������ZKLFK�UHFRPPHQGHG�DQ
DSRORJ\�DQG���������SD\PHQW�WR�HDFK�LQWHUQHH���3UHVLGHQW�5RQDOG�5HDJDQ�VLJQHG�+5�����$XJXVW
���������DQG�WKH�ILUVW�UHGUHVV�FKHFN�ZDV�LVVXHG�RQ�2FWREHU���������


