
 
Questions received from Hollywood-North Park Community Association 

March 2015 
 

1. Will NEIU host another open-forum style community meeting to discuss the expansion plan, the 
current construction timeline, and the disclosable aspects of the dorm development plan? Specifically, 
when will we have access to the conceptual plan, the transaction and financing plan, and the project 
schedules for student housing and on-campus development? Will the community have access to the 
complete impact studies? Can you now disclose the name of the company(ies) selected to complete 
the impact studies, the criteria used to select this/these company(ies), and any relationship to NEIU or 
American Campus Communities? 
 

During the March 2 meeting of the Northeastern Neighborhood Network, members discussed 
the possibility of a public forum to be hosted at NEIU’s Main Campus. There were many 
suggestions offered regarding timing, format and logistics. President Hahs expressed her 
willingness to participate and provide a venue to interact with the community. 
 
The University approved a preliminary conceptual plan that is subject to adjustment and 
revision as the project evolves. As such, Northeastern can provide an overview of the plan: 
 

 The project will provide 440-beds (110 units) of apartment-style housing on the 
west side of the campus core in a single, six-story “L-shaped” building. 

 Two types of accommodations will be provided to attract the ideal market depth. 

 Units will be fully furnished and will include fully appointed kitchens 

 Community amenities will include laundry facilities, fitness center, study and social 
lounges, and a mailroom. 

 
The finance and transaction plan will be available after the scheduled Bond Closing on May 7, 
2015. The projected start of construction is May 7, 2015, with anticipated completion August 
2016. 
 
Impact studies like the one on traffic/parking for which NEIU is currently soliciting feedback is 
currently in its early stages. Members of the public and NNN have submitted their input, which 
will help design the impact study. No vendor has been identified, and one will not be selected 
until NEIU has a better understanding of the scope and requirements of this study. The 
University will continue to accept feedback through May. 
 

2. NEIU has indicated that student housing is part of a plan the Board has developed to improve 
enrollment and enhance the value of the school to its core and foreign student populations. Could the 
Board disclose the studies or other research it relied upon to determine that student housing is a 
factor in achieving these goals? Could the Board disclose what other commuter campus transitions 
ǁĞƌĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�E�/h͛Ɛ�ƉůĂŶ͍��ŽƵůĚ�ƚŚĞ Board disclose their projections for how student 
housing will impact the intended areas of improvement over 3-5-10 years? 
 

The University’s decision to build its first student residence halls was a product of a Strategic 
Plan process that started in 2007 and culminated a year later. In 2008, Northeastern hosted 





Constitution and exercised in accordance with authority granted to Northeastern by the Illinois 
Legislature. Northeastern will not make a commitment that undermines the state constitution 
or the will of the state legislature. 
 

ϱ͘�dŚĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͛Ɛ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƐƉĞĂŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŝǀŝĐ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌŝƐŵ�ĂƐ�Ă form of 



Northeastern is actively involved in the American Democracy Project, a multi-campus initiative 
focused on public higher education’s role in preparing the next generation of informed, engaged 
citizens for our democracy. The project began in 2003 as an initiative of the American 
Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU), in partnership with The New York Times.  
An example of this involvement may be found in their acceptance into ADP’s new Economic 
Inequality Initiative Co-hort. 
 
Northeastern was also selected in the spring of 2012 to be a part of National Association of 
Student Personnel Administrators’ (NASPA) Lead Initiative on Civic Learning and Democratic 
Engagement.  This network of  92 NASPA member colleges and universities committed to 
encouraging and highlighting the work of student affairs in making civic learning and democratic 
engagement a part of every student’s college education.  Northeastern’s work with Civic 
Learning and Democratic Engagement was highlighted along with two other institutions in the 
cover story in NASPA’s Leadership Exchange magazine in the summer of 2013. 
 
In support of its mission, the University has established partnerships with business and 
community groups, social service and government agencies, and other educational institutions. 
These partnerships work to promote academic excellence among traditionally under-served 
populations.  Below are just a few examples of the partnerships and programs that illustrate 
NEIU’s commitment to community involvement:  
 
The Chicago ENLACE Partnership fosters the academic success of Hispanic students both at the 
high school and college level. 
 
The Center for College Access and Success at Northeastern Illinois University develops 
collaborative partnerships that engage entire communities to help students succeed both 
academically and socially. Founded in 1978, we are an innovator in creating model programs 
that translate visions for school improvement into concrete action. As an academic educational 
unit of Northeastern Illinois University, we are in a unique position to respond to the needs of 
these communities. 
 
GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs) is one of the 
most active grants at Center and has been part of the Center since 1999. Making college real for 
students is the primary goal of the GEAR UP program. More than 14,317 Chicago GEAR UP 
Alliance students, their parents, teachers, and school and district staff participate in this 
program which strives to improve student academic performance and increase the 
postsecondary awareness. Northeastern Illinois University serves as the lead institution and 
fiscal agent for the Chicago GEAR UP Alliance (CGUA) which is a partnership with six other local 
postsecondary institutions: DePaul University, Loyola University, National Louis University, 
Roosevelt University, Truman College (Chicago City Colleges), and the University of Chicago. 
 
The NDCI (Network for Dissemination of Curriculum Infusion) 



 
Alternative Spring Break trips provide students with the opportunity to make a difference in the 
community around Chicago and beyond into the world. The 2015 Alternative Spring Break trips 
involve a variety of issues including food insecurity, homelessness, poverty, immigration and 
environmental issues. The trips will include the following locations: 

o Appalachian Mountains, Harlan County, Kentucky – This trip will provide exposure to the 
Appalachian area, its people and its culture. Topics will include coal mining, 
mountaintop removal, the sustainable development activities the area is engaging in, 
and local social issues (homelessness, drug abuse, elder care, flood relief, etc.). 

o Arizona/Mexico Border – This trip will cover topics such as immigration, border control, 
the global market, sweat shops, and the relationship between Mexico and the United 
States. Group stays with Border Links in Tuscan, AZ. 

o East St. Louis, IL – Students will travel to East St. Louis to stay at Hubbard House, an 
organization that provides housing, food and program support to the economically 
disadvantaged. The theme of the trip will revolve around food insecurity and 
homelessness. 

o Tantre Organic Farm, Michigan - Besides a great deal of manual farm labor, this ASB 
focuses on broader issues of sustainability with visits to nearby natural areas, an ecology 
center and a recycling/re-use project. Participants should be prepared for cold weather 
(many layers) and physical labor (sturdy boots). The final days of this year's trip will 
involve a visit to the Jeanie Wyle Community in Detroit for some immersion in the urban 
farming scene. 

 
Each year, SLD organizes several different days of service that allow students to impact the local 
Chicagoland community. Days of Service planned for 2014-15 included: 

o National Day of Service and Remembrance September 11th where the university 
collected toiletries and other personal items for military personnel serving in 
Afghanistan 

o USA WEEKEND Magazine and “Points of Light" have joined together to sponsor "Make A 
�ŝĨĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ��ĂǇ͟ in October where students helped to paint modular classrooms at 
Palmer Elementary School in the North Mayfair neighborhood of Albany Park. 

o MLK Day of Service where students worked with students across Chicago with projects 
at a wide range of CPS schools 

o Cesar Chavez Day of Service



o Earth Day




